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Scene 1.  
A post-apocalyptic city that appears to be Seattle (as we 
can see the Seattle Space Needle laying on its side in the 
middle of the city), which has been completely reclaimed 
by nature. 

 
 
Establishing the concept Shannara is not set in either 
ancient times or in another world altogether, but is in fact a 
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part of the Earth we know, albeit at some future point in 
time.  
 
Scene 2.  
We see a sweeping view of the Elvyn capital city 
“Arborlon” atop the great rock formation known as “The 
Carolan.” 

 
 
Readers Note 1: ..in this scene we see for the first time, 
the East bank of the “Rill Song River” and the “Elfitch” (a 
series of seven protective ramps and gates) that feature 
heavily in the battle scenes of ‘The Elfstones of Shannara’.  

End Readers Note 1.  
 



 
Scene 3.  
A nighttime scene where “Amberle” (Elessedil) and her 
Uncle “Ander” (Elessedil) are training in the woods for 
some kind of blindfolded competition - due to start at dawn 
the next day. 

 
 
Amberle isn’t performing they way she feels she needs to, 
so they keep training. Quoting Amerble: 
 
QUOTE “I didn’t do all this just to lose” UNQUOTE 
 
 
 
 



 
Scene 4.  
A morning scene where Amberle and her faithful-friend 
Catania are approaching the staging area of the race 
mentioned above. We discover the race is called ‘The 
Gauntlet’ and it’s a way for ‘The Chosen’ to be selected for 
service (more on The Chosen soon). Amerble and Catania 
appear to be the only female characters in the staging 
area.  

 
 
Readers Notes 2. in the ‘Elfstones of Shannara’ there is 
no reference to The Gauntlet (or any form of competitive 
race) being the method of selection for The Chosen.  
End Readers Note 2. 
 



Readers Note 3. during the final movement of Elfstones of 
Shannara it is mentioned that The Chosen have 
traditionally been male Elves - but there is no concrete 
reason given for this.. Beyond Druidic speculation..  
End Readers Note 3.  
 
Scene 5.  
Amerble on the starting-line of the The Gauntlet, the race 
begins, and Amberle is tripped a fellow contestants … she 
hits the ground hard.  

 
 
At this point we discover that Amberle’s mind is open to 
intense images and voices from a powerful sentient force, 
this force compels Amberle to fight-on and provides her 
with guidance throughout the woodland race. Amerle 



battles her way into 7th position, and earns her place 
among The Chosen.  
 
From here we move to the SHOWS INTRO THEME 
(which we deep-dived in a standalone episode of the 
podcast - Episode 3 in your Podcast player). You can 
check that out by clicking this link. 

http://www.jcaldigital.org/shannaraworld/20
17/12/4/the-shannara-chronicles-season-1-
opening-credits-explained-tswp-003 
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Scene 6.  

 
 
Our next movement is set inside the protected grounds of 
‘The Ellcrys’ called the Sanctuary in Shannara Chronicles. 
This scene is flush with core characters including Arion 
and Ander Elessedil (Amberle’s Uncles) and also her 
Grandfather King Eventine Elessedil. Yes, in case we 
neglected to mention it, Amerble is a Princess of the Elves 
and Grand Daughter of King Eventine. 
 
Eventine goes on to welcome ‘The Chosen’ and also to 
share the following message:  
 
 



QUOTE. 
- Thousands of years ago our Elven ancestors fought a 

war against an army of Demons. 
- The Elves were at the point of annihilation, when their 

elders turned to magic. 
- Using this powerful gift, they managed to imprison the 

Demons in a realm known as the Forbidding. 
- The Ellcrys was created to stand sentry. 
- As long as it lives, the Demons are locked up for all 

eternity. 
UNQUOTE.   
 
King Eventine then asks the Chosen to step forward, to be 
accepted by The Ellcrys (to touch the ancient tree), and to 
formally take their place among The Chosen. Note: The 
Chosen can be thought of as ..the personal carers and 
servants of The Ellcrys.  



 
Upon touching the Ellcrys Amerble apparently passes out, 
but in her mind she is shown horrific visions by the Ellcrys 
-  demonic images, images of desolation and of death. A 
violent potential future for the Four Lands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scene 7.  
From Arborlon we then find ourselves face-to-face with 
one of the key characters in the whole Sword of Shannara 
series, the Druid Allanon. 

 
 
Allanon appears to have woken up all of a sudden from a 
deep deep sleep. His face stricken with worry.  
 
Without such as a word he rolls himself onto the ice and 
snow covered cave-floor, and then recites the following 
passage: 
 
 
 
 



Quote. 
“May the Magic of this Earth… 
Course through my veins.. 
From this day.. 
Until my last..” 
Unquote. 
 
A spell that seems to draw power from the ruins carved 
into the cave wall, and one that brings Allanon to his feet 
with renewed strength, and allows him to access the 
magic of his rather awesome looking sword.  

 
The scene ends with Allanon saying with deep concern 
Quote “It has Begun” Unquote.  
 
Thanks for reading! Check out http://ShannaraWorld.com 
for more episodes, transcripts and Shannara goodness!  
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