
Hey friends, welcome to Shannara World. 
My name is Josh Liston  
(Australian Shannara fan and long time 
podcaster). 
Today we’re going to begin our deep-dive 
of The Shannara Chronicles S01 E02 - 
Chosen P2.  
 
Before we get going don’t forget to head 
over to ShannaraWorld.com where you’ll 
find buttons to subscribe in Apple Podcasts, 
Subscribe on Android, Subscribe by Email 
and our RSS feed URL if you want to 
manually subscribe to the show, and as 
always, you can head to the website and 
press PLAY to hear the show.  
 
Oh yeah, you can also find a link to Stitcher 
on the website - where you can also listen, 



rate and review the show. Just like JulieL 
from Florida in the United States has done. 
JulieL left the show such a great review in 
Stitcher and it seriously, made my week! 
Not because it proved that we’re working 
hard making a good podcast here (although 
it did say that too) but it was more so that 
JulieL’s review pointed out specific pieces 
of information that we shared, that made 
her happy or more informed as a Shannara 
fan. Not much more you can hope for as a 
Podcaster than making your audience 
happier or better informed, or both. Thanks 
JulieL for giving the energy boost I needed 
to get back on track after cancellation news 
knocked the wind out of my sails a little..  
 
Lastly, our Season 1 competition is closing 
before our next episode (to find out more 



check out episode 2 of the podcast, or click 
on the link that says “SEASON 1 
COMPETITION” in the show notes of 
todays episodes). There’s a TSC S1 digital 
pass up for grabs and a $50 USD Amazon 
gift card for the winner as well.  
 
OK, on with our first deep-dive segment for 
Chosen P2.  
 
Scene 1.  

 



We find Wil Ohmsford still passed out in the 
Treehouse bath, when suddenly he is 
awoken by a blade being whacked against 
the side of the bath and then pointed to his 
face.  
 
Luckily for Wil the blade belongs to Allanon. 
The Druid then explains that Wil’s “Rover 
Girl” Eretria is long gone, and as Wil then 
discovers, she has taken the Elfstones with 
her.  
 
One line in the opening scene text that 
really stood out to me was the following: 
 
Quoting Wil  
QUOTE 
“Did my Uncle send you to bring me 
home?” UNQUOTE 



 
Allanon the replies 
QUOTE 
“Flick had no intention of telling me your 
whereabouts, but his thoughts were never 
hard to read” UNQUOTE 
 
Our opening sequence finishes up with a 
scene set outside of the woods cabin where 
Allanon is engaged in some concerned 
self-talk including the line 
 



 
 
Quote  
“I can’t believe this is the Shannara I’ve 
been dealt” 
Unquote.  
 
We finish up with Allanon describing the 
threat to the Four Lands and how only a 
QUOTE  
“Last son of Shannara can save it” 
UNQUOTE  



Wil responds by asserting that his name is 
“Wil Ohmsford” and Allanon obviously has 
the wrong guy.  
 
Allanon fires back, asuring Wil that he 
indeed comes from long line of heroic 
warriors “Like Wil’s Father”, which only 
increases Wil’s disbelief  
 
Quote  
“My father was a deadbeat drunk who died 
alone and destitute” 
Unquote 
 
Allanon quickly moves to the more pressing 
issue, that of Wil’s belief in magic. To which 
Wil shows no interest, until Allanon 
suggests that a knowledge of the magic the 
flows “in the Shannara Blood” may have 



allowed WIl to save his Mother … if only he 
had of known how to unlock it.  
 
Readers Note 1.  
In the Elfstones of Shannara Wil and 
Allanon meet in somewhat different 
circumstances. In the novel, Wil is already 
several years into his apprenticeship as a 
healer with the Stors (expert healers, 
predominantly from the race of Gnomes) 
and Wil is accompanied by his Uncle at the 
time of Allanon’s arrival at Stor Lock. The 
Wil we find in the novel is aware of Allanon 
by reputation (his Uncle Flick and 
Grandfather Shea having told their own 
stories of the great Druid a dozen times 
over) so the Wil we find in the novel is more 
curious than the Wil we find in Chosen P2, 



where he appears to be both more skeptical 
and fearful of Allanon.  
 
In both stories though, the commonality is 
Flick’s attitude of distrust toward Allanon 
and the circumstances that follow him. It is 
described in the following line from the 
Elfstones of Shannara: 
 
 
Quoting Wil  
Quote.  
What do you think he wants, Uncle Flick?” 
Unquote. 
 
To which Flick replies 
 
Quote 
“Hard to Say” Unquote 



 
Quote 
“I’ll tell you one thing. Every time he 
appears, it means trouble” Unquote.  
 
End Readers Note 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scene 2.  



 
Our next scene sees us returning to the 
Black Henge of the Dagda Mor, after a 
quick image of yet another falling leaf from 
the Ellcrys.  
 
The dying leaf triggers another explosion in 
the lair of the Dagda Mor, from which an 
attractive humanoid woman emerges.  
We then learn more about the place known 
as the Forbidding, the prison that until 



recently had kept the Dagda Mor and his 
followers safely locked away.  
 
Quote. 
“We have endured centuries of confinement 
and torments beyond measure…” Unquote 
 
The scene then finishes with the two figures 
embracing and the female figure changing 
into the featureless yet demonic looking 
form. 
 
The Dagdo Mor dispatches his demon 
soldier to “Kill the Chosen” 
 
Quote 
“As long as the Ellcrys lives, I remain weak. 
Go to Arbolon. Kill the Chosen.” 
Unquote 



 

 
 
Readers Note 2.  
In chapter 2 of Elfstones we meet the 
Dagda Mor along with two other powerful 
demons the “Changling” and the “Reaper” 
as they step out of the Forbidding to an 
area of the Breakline called the Hoare 
Flats. 
 



Quote “Hard barren wasteland in which life 
spans were measured in minutes not hours” 
Unquote. (Brooks, Terry. The Elfstones of 
Shannara, 1982, Kindle Edition , Page 8).  
 
Brooks’ Dagda Mor is described as manlike 
in appearance, at a distance. But his spine 
doubled at the shoulders, his scaled 
forearms and legs, his hooked teeth, 
His clawed hands,  
and the random tufts of green hair on his 
body, quickly gave him away as something 
other than human.  
 
Brook made it clear in Elfstones though, 
that the Dagda Mor was chief among the 
demons, the most powerful of all those 
having escaped the Forbidding and all 
those still trapped behind its walls.  



Brook’s “Changeling” (which we assume is 
the demonic creature we’ve just met in 
Chosen P2) is described as being able to 
model the appearance and characteristics 
of anything creature it comes in contact with 
- humanoid or animal.  
 
Of particular note is the fact that in The 
Shannara Chronicles the changeling 
appears first to us in the form of an 
humanoid female character (the form which 
the Dagda Mor’s own mind betrays as 
being most desirable) … but in the novel, 
the Changeling is described as being a 
‘him’ and there is no mention of mind 
reading abilities and certainly no mention of 
any type of sexualised tension between the 
characters, like we see in the television 
show.  



End readers note 2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scene 3.  

 



We then move to a great character building 
scene, between our two female leads, the 
Elven Princess ‘Amberle’ and the Rover Girl 
‘Eretria’. The text shows Eretria sitting by a 
fire and looking rather happy with her 
recent acquisitions, including we can 
assume, the Elfstones.  
 
Eretria hears a noise and is aggressive in 
her response, she spins a hurls a knife at 
an unsuspecting Amerble, missing her face 
by meer millimetres, but still pinning her 
back against a large tree with the 
preciseness of Eretria’s attack.  
 
Quoting Eretria 
Quote 
“The next one goes through your heart” 
Unquote.  



 
As the scene progresses we see that 
Amerble is not altogether helpless, as she 
turns the table on Eretria when the Rover 
tries to give her a drink with the same 
knock-powder as she used so effectively on 
Wil.  

 
 
The two then spar back and forth, trading 
insults. Of particular note here is the 



historical context of what is said, more so 
than the hurtful tone both are using.  
 
Amberle shows some of what is already 
obvious in the Shannara Chronicles, the 
Elven race have many human-like flaws, in 
this case a painfully entrenched 
superiority-complex.  

 
Quoting Amerle to Eretria 
Quote 



“You and your kind are a blight on the Four 
Lands”  
Unquote.  
 
Eretria also shows a weakness of character 
in this scene, by getting way too personal 
with the Princess (essentially accusing her 
of being a spoilt brat with no idea of the real 
world) and in doing so, she underestimates 
Amerble’s physical capabilities and her 
calmness under pressure.  
 
The scene is punctuated by a flash of 
images from the Ellcry. To which Amberle 
responds by tossing her royal cuff to Eretria 
in some kind of awkward trade for Eretria’s 
horse.  
 



She then rides away, leaving Eretria with 
far less of her haul, and an embarrassing 
defeat at the hands of a Elven Royal.  
 
From the text we don’t actually know if 
Eretria still has the Elfstones on her, or if 
Amerble has inadvertently ridden off with 
the stones.  
 
 
Readers Note 3.  
The tension between Eretria and Amerble is 
more pronounced in TSC than in the 
Elfstones of Shannara. It’s built for the 
faster pace of television.  
 
Whereas Amberle’s character in the novel 
is more timid and quite than the Amberle 
we find in the television adaption.  



 
The Eretria we meet in the literature is also 
quite different in several important ways to 
the Eretria we met in TSC. But those 
differences will become more important as 
we move through to the midpoint of S1, so 
we won’t spoil things too much now.  
But do know this, the Eretria from Elfstones, 
most likely wouldn’t have robbed Wil 
Ohmsford. End Readers Note 3.   
 
 
That’s where we’re going to leave today’s first session of 
Chosen (P2)  
 
Allanon and Wil have met, which as we spoke about, 
wasn’t exactly what Allanon was hoping for.  
 
We’ve seen more of the Dagda Mor and also met the first 
of his powerful hench-lings, the Changeling.  
 



And we’ve seen first hand that both Eretria and Amberle 
are capable under pressure. Also, that Amberle is 
unaware of her some of her own prejudices, and that 
Eretria is just as unaware of the Elves and their 
preternatural instincts, also she appears unaware of the 
Elven connection to the wild.  
 
Remember you can find all the resources, pull-quotes, 
references and attributions over at ShannaraWorld.com  
 
Our Competition is ending soon, so please check out 
episode 2 of the Podcast to find out more.  
 
If you’re familiar with leaving ratings and reviews in Apple 
Podcast or Stitcher - we’d love a 5 Star Rating & Review 
in those platforms - but only if you think we deserve it.  
Over the past week we received some really great 5 Star 
Reviews in Apple Podcasts from 

- Josh Armour 
- Fangster5505 
- Ruck Machine 
- AE616 

 
If you haven’t reviewed a podcast before, but think you 
might want to review Shannara World - send an email to 



feedback@shannaraworld.com and we’ll help you get it 
done :-)  
 
Finally for today - Shannara World in available for free in 
Apple Podcasts for iOS and both Spotify & Stitcher for 
Android - please share the show with a friend if you like it  
 
feedback@shannaraworld.com or @joshuacliston on 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook to say hello.  
 
I know that was a whole lot of plugging things there, so 
thanks so much for listening through it all :) 
 
Talk to you next week. :) 
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